  Saturday 6 April 2002 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT=Northern Territory News"

MY EVIL TAXI DRIVER


Author: By CAMDEN SMITH 
Publication: NTN (p1, 05-04-2002) 
Section: News 
Keywords: "taxi (6)","cab (5)","taxi* (6)" 


Woman tells of sex requestA mother was taken to the wrong address by a taxi driver before being asked for sex. 

Judith, an administrative support officer from Karama in Darwin, said yesterday she was returning home from a night out. 

She had been drinking with friends at a city nightspot before they left the Lost Arc venue after closing at 4am. 

Judith's friends left the cab in Larrakeyah but she continued alone. She said the driver initially took her to a house in a suburb she believed to be Tiwi. 

Affected by alcohol but realising she was not at her home, she left the cab and began to look for familiar street signs. 

A short time later a taxi pulled up beside her and, badly shaken, she entered the front seat of the vehicle. 

She gave the driver her address and when they arrived at the front of her house he said: "Would you like to f***." 

Judith called for taxi drivers to record all pick-ups, not just those booked through the cab company's operator. 

"I'm basically in a position now where I will never catch a cab alone again. 

"I can't believe there isn't a system in place where they record the passengers they collect from the streets," she said. 

"If there is an incident like this, it should be possible to trace the driver. 

"Women are at a terrible risk to these perverts. 

"It makes me sick in the guts to think something further could have happened to me." 

She fled the vehicle without paying the fare. 

The driver did not follow her into her home. 

Judith said she felt terrorised by the incident last Friday. 

She asked that her full name not be disclosed because she was scared her children would become aware of the incident. 

Judith said her husband was furious that she had arrived home just before 6am -- 90 minutes after she had left her friends. 

"He thought I had been with somebody else," she said. 
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Women's taxi ordeal 

"The whole incident was very upsetting for both of us and now if I go out I'll have him pick me up when the night's over," she said. 

NT Taxi Council president Greg Palmer said when Judith phoned the cab company to complain she had been unable to identify the company, the colour of the car or the driver. 

He said it would be difficult to monitor passengers who were picked up from the street because a driver would not keep a record of the incident. 

He said better identification of drivers would increase security but it may not help if passengers were drunk. 

"We'd like to know who he was, and of course we'd act on the matter," he said. 

"It's up to the Transport Department to act on these matters but we've made approaches to government and nothing's been done." 

