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Public urged to file sex complaintsTransport Minister Kon Vatskalis last night called for a taxi driver accused of pestering a woman passenger for sex to be sacked. 

He also urged people with complaints against cabbies to give details to his office. 

Mr Vatskalis described the behaviour of the driver reported in this week's Sunday Territorian as "deplorable". 

He accused taxi operators of failing to properly address complaints levelled against their drivers and threatened tougher laws to target rogue drivers. 

His comments followed the weekend report that 20-year-old university student Lauren Mostram had been asked for sex by her driver. 

The driver returned to her Nightcliff apartment later that night, but Ms Mostram did not answer the door. 

Late last week, a Karama woman told the Northern Territory News she also had been asked for sex by a driver. 

Mr Vatskalis said taxi companies were responsible for their employees. 

"I deplore the behaviour of this taxi driver, and it's not the first time we' ve heard of these allegations," he said. 

"When we've tried to find out what happened we've not been happy with the way the cab company investigated or responded. 

"They adopted a very casual attitude. 

"Companies found to be responsible for employing these drivers will find themselves in court." 

Mr Vatskalis called on people who have been harassed by cab drivers to contact his office. 

He said a Government discussion paper to be released in the next few weeks would contain recommendations regarding driver behaviour. 

Darwin Radio Taxis operator Colin Beaumont did not return Northern Territory News phone calls this week. 

But on Friday he said it was the Government's fault there were abusive drivers on the road. 

"The Northern Territory Government have these people driving taxis," he said. 

"Whatever complaint we put to them, they never act on them." 

Detective Sergeant Roger Newman said police would investigate Ms Mostram's claim. 

