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DRIVER SAYS HE'S `CUDDLY' DESPITE `THIN THIGHS'
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Creepycabbie 

was at 

my unit 

A university student has told how she was asked for sex by a taxi driver who later returned uninvited to her Nightcliff unit. 

Lauren Mostram, 20, a business student at NT University, caught the taxi about 1am on March 5 to buy cigarettes at a nearby service station after a night with friends. 

On the trip home the driver told the woman he was "cuddly" despite having " thin thighs and a small d...". 

"When he stopped the cab he asked me if he could come up to my unit," Ms Mostram said. 

When she left the cab the driver told Ms Mostram he would see her later, a promise he chillingly fulfilled that evening. 

Ms Mostram said she was home in her unit alone when the intercom sounded about 8.45pm. 

Believing it was a friend, she was shocked when she checked the security video and identified the cab-driver at the front door of her apartment block. 

The woman telephoned the taxi company and the operator told her to contact the police. 

The incident was reported to police the following day. 

Ms Mostram, who lived alone at the time of the incident, has since rented out a room in her apartment for security. 

She said she no longer catches taxis alone and said the incident highlighted the vulnerability of women travelling unescorted in taxis in Darwin. 

"He was sleazy. He shouldn't be driving taxis if he's like that. No one deserves to get in a taxi with a guy like that," she said. 

Ms Mostram said the driver was caucasian, aged in his late 50s or 60s. 

She is the second Darwin woman to come forward in the past week to report incidents of sexual harrassment by Darwin cabbies. 

A spokesman for the taxi company, which cannot be identified for legal reasons, said he had no knowledge of the incident when contacted by the Sunday Territorian on Friday evening. 

He said it was not the responsibility of the taxi company to respond to reports of harrassment by drivers. 

"The Northern Territory Government have these people driving taxis. 

"Whatever complaint we put to them, they never act on them," he said. 

Ms Mostram's mother, Alice Springs deputy mayor Jenny Mostram, said her daughter's situation "was dreadful for anyone". 

"This driver shouldn't be on the road. It's harrassment. I'm pleased my daughter gets taxis and doesn't drink and drive," she said. 

"These people have a duty of care and action would be taken if you abused that in another profession. What if you've got someone with a mental disability in the cab?" 

She called on the NT Government to introduce laws making it easier to identify drivers and to force drivers found to have harrassed passengers out of the industry. 

"I use private hire cars and cabs all the time and they are generally very professional," she said. 

