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Drive at 153km/hthen quit your 

job says cabbie 

A taxi driver stopped for travelling at 150km/h told police his sailor passenger was trying to grope him. 

He claimed the passenger had no money for the fare from Darwin city centre to Humpty Doo -- but police found the sailor had about $600 in his wallet. 

The driver, Phat Huy Lam, 23, of Humpty Doo, did not appear in Darwin Magistrates Court yesterday to answer a charge of driving at 45km/h or more above the speed limit through Coolalinga. 

Magistrate John Lowndes heard the case in Lam's absence and fined him $500 with a $20 victim levy. 

He disqualified him from driving for three months from yesterday. 

Senior Constable David Gilmour, of the accident investigation unit, told the court he and Senior Constable Robert Lovell were in a marked traffic car with a radar on August 31 last year. 

About 9.10pm he saw a taxi travelling outbound near the Howard Springs intersection, approaching at high speed. 

The radar showed it was doing a constant 153km/h in the 100km/h zone. 

Sen Const Gilmour said when the taxi stopped he asked Lam if he had any reason for his speed. 

Lam pointed to his passenger, a naval rating in uniform, and said: "It's him. 

"He touched me on the elbow and thigh. 

"I don't like this. I don't want to do this job any more -- and he's got no money. I want him out." 

Sen Const Gibson said he spoke to the sailor, who was "extremely intoxicated" but had money. 

"I went back to Lam and told him, `I don't think you have a problem with your passenger. He's not making advances on you. 

"Besides you had the opportunity to make a radio call or call into the Palmerston Police Station ...' " 

Sen Const Gibson said: "I informed Lam he may receive a summons. 

"He walked out on to the road, raised his arms in the air and said, `I don't want to do this job any more. I quit'. 

"Lam then spoke to the sailor, leaving him standing on the side of the road as he drove off at speed." 

The police gave the sailor a lift to Humpty Doo. 

